
                                                                                                                                                              

 
 

 

 

St. Joseph’s Catholic 

Academy 

 

 
 

Starting School Booklet 
 

Information for Reception Parents 2021-2022 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                              

 
 

 

Welcome to St. Joseph’s Catholic Academy 

 

On behalf of our whole school community we are very pleased to welcome you to St Joseph’s. 

 

This booklet has been written to help prepare you and your child for the exciting adventure of starting 
school. We aim to give you the information you need and some ideas for how you can help get your 
child ready for school so that they have a really positive start and go on to have a successful education. 
 
 
We are very proud that our school is a caring and supportive environment. We ensure that there are 
many opportunities provided for your child to learn in fun and exciting ways and we will celebrate 
your child’s successes and achievements with you. We recognise the value of parental support to 
children’s all-round development and learning, and we want to work in partnership with you to help 
your child develop as a valuable member of our school community and go onto achieve their full 
potential. 
 
 
 
If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact the school office. 
 
The school office opening hours are 8.15am to 4.30pm, the number is 01642 360401. 
 
Email: office@stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk 
 
Website: www.stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to our school community. 
 

 

 

Gill Dowson 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

mailto:office@stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk
http://www.stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk/


                                                                                                                                                              

 
 

 

Our Faith 

Our aim is for your child to experience a rich and exciting journey that supports and challenges them 

spiritually, socially and academically. As a Catholic school we strive to put Christ at the centre of 

everything we do by integrating Gospel values and the teachings of the Catholic Church into every 

aspect of learning, teaching and the totality of school life. We realise that a child’s journey through 

school is also a journey of faith.  

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission Statement 

St Joseph’s is a prayerful community grounded in the Catholic faith, 

in which Gospel values 

shape our lives and our work. 

Our school is a loving, caring and happy place where all are 

welcomed, and everyone is valued and respected. 

We recognise our uniqueness in Christ and celebrate diversity and 

difference. 

Through hard work and high expectations, we nurture and challenge 

each other 

to develop our gifts and talents. 

We do our best, even when we find things difficult. 

 



                                                                                                                                                              

 
 

 

Settling In  

During the first few weeks of the school year, the Early Years Team spend their time really getting to 

know the children and helping them to settle into the new routines of school. 

 

The Early Years Curriculum 

Young children learn best through play, trying things out, experimenting, and talking. The Early Years 

Curriculum is an individualised, play-based curriculum which allows the adults to observe and find out 

about children’s interests and what they can do independently across a broad range of areas. Teachers 

then use this information to plan for the children’s next steps in learning and development. The adult’s 

role is to provide a stimulating environment and opportunities that will move children’s learning on, 

and to teach children the new skills and knowledge that they need so that they progress in all areas 

of their development and learning. 

Children will spend some time each day in Early 

Years learning through play, where they can direct 

their own learning and practice what they have 

learnt in the focused teacher sessions. There will 

also be focused daily teaching of maths and phonics, 

and children will put their phonics into practice 

during reading and writing sessions.  

 

 

 

Stories form a vital part of the curriculum and these stories often go on to inspire the learning in class 

during the week. Talk is also very important, and we build in regular opportunities for children to talk 

and share their ideas and problem solve with others in the school day.                   

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                              

 
 

General Information 

The School Day 

School starts on Tuesday 7th September. For the first week, Tuesday - Friday your child will be in 
school for the morning session and lunchtime. 
 

Class Year Teacher Entrance & Exit Start Finish 

Class 2  Reception  Miss Mazzey  Nursery Door  8.40am  1.10pm  

Class 3   Reception Miss Thomas   Nursery Door 8.40am  1.10pm  

 
All Reception pupils will be in school for the full day from Monday 13th September. Once we have 
received new government guidance we will update you with the changes to school start and finish 
times. You will receive this information in the first week back to school in September.  Children will 
continue to use the nursery to enter and exit school for the first term to ease the transition. 
 
If you arrive after 9.00am please bring your child in through the main entrance where they will receive 
a late mark. Lateness causes anxiety, so do try to be on time.   
 
Please inform the class teacher if your child is being collected by another adult. If there is ever a 
problem and you are running late, please ring our school office who will inform the class teacher. 
 
At the end of the school day we encourage parents to discuss any quick questions or concerns with 
their class teacher. If you need to speak in greater depth you can make an appointment to speak to 
them directly, please contact the school office. 
 

Attendance 
 
It is very important that children attend school everyday so that they can make good progress in their 
learning. It is very tricky for children when they miss days and need to try to catch up. As a school we 
really believe that every day counts and we do lots to encourage and reward good attendance. If your 
child is unwell and, as a result, will be absent from school it is your responsibility to ring the school 
office that morning to inform us of the reason for absence every morning of illness. 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                                              

 
 

 
 
 
 

Behaviour for Learning 

We believe that the most effective and efficient learning is achieved in a happy, calm and caring 
environment. In order to develop and foster such an atmosphere we aim to be positive and consistent 
in all our relationships. The school has developed a Behaviour Policy, which embodies our aims to 
encourage, praise and promote good behaviour. We have 3 school rules! 
 

 

School Uniform 
 
Uniform can be ordered directly with Lollipops School Wear, 01642 225827. 
 
School uniform consists of; 

• a school blazer 

• a school jumper or cardigan 

• a school tie 

• a school tartan skirt or pinafore 

• charcoal trousers 



                                                                                                                                                              

 
 

• light blue shirt or blouse 

• a school bookbag 
 
   

             
 
 
Please label all items of clothing, including footwear. Velcro fasteners on shoes are advised rather than 
laces for independence and ease. 
 
As our learning environment are both indoors and outdoors, we ask that you make sure your child is 
equipped for these areas at all times of the year. Please ensure their coat etc is suitable for the 
seasonal changes. Waterproof jackets and winter clothing for cold weather; sun hat in the summer 
months.  
 
We have P.E. each week. On their P.E. day the children come into school dressed in their P.E. kits. You 
will be informed of your child’s P.E. day in the first week of term. P.E kits consist of navy shorts, white 
t-shirts and black pumps. Outdoor P.E. kits consist of navy joggers, white t-shirt and Navy jumper or 
jacket.  
 
The wearing of jewellery or earrings is not permitted in school. 
 
 

 



                                                                                                                                                              

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunchtime 

Children in reception and KS1 are entitled to have a free school meal every day.  
 
Our cook and her team provide very tasty and healthy meals for the children. Children can choose 
from the red option (meat), green option (vegetarian) or blue option (sandwich). The choice always 
includes fresh vegetables, salad and a desert.  Menus can be found on school web site. 
 
During the first few weeks of term, your child will have a Y6 ‘buddy’ who will help them to settle into 

their lunchtime routine. The class teacher and 

lunchtime organisers will be in the dinner hall to make 

sure that they are settled and to keep an eye on what 

they are eating.  

If you wish your child to have a packed lunch, we 

promote healthy living therefore would ask parents 

make sure that packed lunch contain a variety of 

healthy food.  

 

 

 
Snack Time 
 
Children are provided with their own water bottles which stay in school. Children are also entitled to 
free milk and fruit each day. 
 



                                                                                                                                                              

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medicine 

Sometimes children are well enough to attend school but are still taking a course of antibiotics. If your 

child requires medicine during the day, please complete a medicine consent form which can be 

obtained from the school office.  

If your child suffers from asthma, please make sure that the school is informed, that an inhaler is sent 

into school and that your child knows how to use it properly. Please inform the school of any other 

medical conditions. 

 
 
 

Supporting your child with their learning 
 
Most importantly, we ask all parents to read with their children as often as possible. This includes 
reading stories to your child as this helps them to develop a love of reading and good story language, 
and it also develops their understanding. Children who love stories, and who are able to talk about 
and retell stories, have a brilliant starting place when it comes to writing. Reading also includes 
listening to your child read to you. Little and often is the key – children who read regularly at home 
for just 5-10 minutes a day, especially in the early years, grow in their confidence as readers. If you 
would like any advice or support with reading we are always happy to help. 
In the Autumn term we will hold reading and phonics workshops for parents, to give you hints and 
top tips in how you can support your child with their learning at home. 
 
We also hold ‘stay and play’ sessions throughout the year, a chance for parents to come and play 
alongside their child in the classroom. 
 



                                                                                                                                                              

 
 

 
 
 

 

WOW Slips 

We recognise the importance of parents and carers in a child’s developing stages. As a primary care 

provider, you are your child’s first educators and we greatly value any input, opinions, and information 

you can share with us about your child’s learning and progress. To ensure we are getting your input 

we have ‘Wow’ slips. These are for you to record information about your child’s learning at home. If 

they did something e.g. counted plates at dinner time, then write it on the ‘Wow’ slip and give it to 

the class teacher. This will then be celebrated on the ‘Wow’ wall in class then put into your child’s 

learning journey book.  

 

Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 

We have a dedicated team of parent helpers, who organize fund raising events and support the school 

in many ways. We are always looking for new volunteers, so if you feel you can help in any way, please 

contact a member of staff. 

 

Numbers Club 

For as little as £1 per month parents can be entered into a monthly cash draw. During the first few 

years over £5,000 has been raised for school funds. A similar amount paid out in prizes. Application 

forms are available from the school office. 

 



                                                                                                                                                              

 
 

Reception Daily Prayers  

         

Dinner Time Prayer 

Bless us oh Lord as we sit 

together, 

Bless the food we eat today, 

Bless the hands that make the 

food, Bless us O Lord’ 

Amen 

 

 

Morning Prayer 

Father in heaven, I give you today, 

All that I think and do and say, 

My ears to hear, my eyes to see, 

My hands and feet and all of me, 

To love and work, all day for you. 

Amen 

 

 

Evening Prayer 

Father in heaven I come to say 

Thank you for your love today, 

Thank you for my family, 

And all the friends you give to me, 

Guide me in the dark of night 

And in the morning send your light, 

Amen 

 

 Amen. 

 

 


