
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Joseph’s Catholic Academy 

NEWSLETTER   
                            

April/May 2021 

 

www.stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk 
 

‘Christ be our Light’ 

Walk to School Week 
We want to encourage as many of our pupils to walk to 
school as possible. We understand that many of our 
parents head off to work straight after dropping off the 
children at school but if they could park and stride this 
week, that would be amazing.   
 
Not only does walking have so many health and mental 
wellbeing benefits, it helps with traffic congestion 
around the school too. Win win! Please support your 
children to make a difference.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
April / May 

                
Isabella C              Adam L 
Mabel S              James B 
Nancy M              Eden B 
Joe P              Henry K  
Evan R                   Martha S  
Willow S               Ada -Mae W 
Morgan R              Jennifer W 
Alexander H         Amber B 
Elizabeth H           Holly W 
Logan D-R             Grace B 
Francesca T          Harrison T 
William H              Louix C 
Samuel M             Lucy L 
Archie J                 Isaac M 
Ariela N                 Dylan W 
Guy N                    Maria B 
Frank C                  Katie N 
Oliver M                Louis R 
Scarlett R-R          Maggie A 
Benjamin H          Callum M 
Amelia C               Joshua N 
Sophie S               Connie H 
Sienna W              Eryn C 
Oliver H 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Number Day 
What a wonderful day we had celebrating number day; 
each class produced their own number story based on 
different mathematical themes. Number stories help 
children understand mathematical concepts by putting 
them into a ‘real’ context. Click on the link to see Class 3 
perform their fantastic Pirates Love Addition Number 
Story.  

 

Accelerated Reader 
Over the next couple of weeks, we will be launching an exciting online reading 

platform called Renaissance – Accelerated Reader, to our Year 1 to Year 6 

children. Renaissance recommends books for each child using their reading levels 

and individual interests - there are over 200,000 book choices! Once the children 

have a read a book, they complete a quiz about the story which monitors their 

comprehension and extends their learning. They can access the platform both at 

home and at school.   

I 

Laudato Si Week - Walk for 
Creation  
Last year, in the midst of the 
pandemic, Pope Francis made an 
urgent call to respond to the urgent 
ecological crisis: “The cry of the 
earth and the cry of the poor 
cannot continue. Let’s take care of 
creation, a gift of our good Creator 
God”.  
 
Our ‘Stewards of Creation’ group 
(formerly Eco Warriors) and some 
of our classes are taking part this 
week in a ‘Walk for creation’ by 
collecting litter around school and 
our local area and by encouraging 
biodiversity in our school grounds 

and organising a Rosary for 

Creation prayer sessions in our 

Garden of Grace.  
 
 
 
  
 

 

Class Newsletters 
Class newsletters are now 
available on the school website 
and on the MyEd app. Thank you.  
 

May – The Month of Mary 
We are now in the month of May, a time we dedicate to our Holy Mother Mary. In her own life, Mary knew many great 
joys and many great struggles, so we can pray with her and ask for her support and blessings. In school, the children have 
always joined with the Legion of Mary each Monday to pray the Rosary.  On Monday 24th we will join in a National Day of 
Prayer and pray the rosary collectively as a whole school. Please join in at home if you can.  
 

Government Restrictions 
Over the past few days The Government have lifted some restrictions, as planned, to ease the lockdown. In line with this 
we have been examining our risk assessments as a Trust and as individual schools, and we will continue to do so as the 
Government Roadmap continues to move forward and changes occur. As of today, it will no longer be an expectation for 
staff, pupils or parents to wear a face covering outside whilst on the school site. This does mean that when dropping off 
or collecting your children you can be free of any face covering, however, we do appreciate that if you still feel more 
comfortable wearing a mask, then you should do so. We will continue to have staggered starts and finish times and use 
the three entrance and exit points. We appreciate your support over the past few months as we have changed control 
measures to ensure the best way to keep everyone safe – thank you as always. Recently, there have been a number of 
positive cases in local schools causing bubble closures, which have served as a reminder to us that the virus is still out there 
despite the falling rates, successful vaccination programme and the positive mood. Whilst we must embrace this positivity, 
we must also be careful when broadening our social circles over the coming weeks.  
 
 

No Dogs Allowed  
Please be reminded that no dogs 
are permitted on the school site at 
any time. This includes the main 
playground and stable yard.  
 

http://www.stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk/
file:///C:/Users/sarah.hart/Downloads/Pirates%20Love%20Addition%20Number%20Story
file:///C:/Users/sarah.hart/Downloads/Pirates%20Love%20Addition%20Number%20Story


 

30 Hour Nursery Places 
From September 2021 we will have a limited number of 30 hour places for 3 and 4 year olds who qualify. We will run a 
morning session from 8.55am -11.55am and an afternoon session from 12.30pm -3.30pm. If you would like your child 
to stay for the lunch period, they may do so for a cost of £2.50 per day. This is to be paid daily/weekly to cover the cost 
of staffing only. Parents must provide a packed lunch for these days. Children do not have to stay for lunch and can be 
picked up at the end of morning nursery session and returned for the afternoon session. Before school and after school 
wraparound care will be available for Nursery pupils from September.  
 
   
  
 
 
 

Wraparound Care 
Early Birds 
Our before school club is available daily from 8.10am at a cost of £2.00 per 
child per session. Each child will be provided with fruit and a drink.  
 
Joe’s Zone 

Our after-school club is currently available until 4.30pm at a cost of 
£5.00 per child. A snack and drink are provided.  
 
Places are limited and bookings must be made via the school office.  
All payments made in advance through Scopay. Any cancellations 
must be made with at least 24hours notice.  Any account arrears must 
be paid in full before new bookings can be made.   

Book Bags 
Children can now bring their St. Joseph’s 
navy-blue book bags and satchels back 
to school if you wish. Should you wish 
for them to continue to bring their 
plastic book bags for the remainder of 
this school year, we are happy for them 
to do so.  
 
Children are not permitted to bring 
fashion bags or ruck sacks into school as 
we are limited for space in classrooms 
and corridors. This has always been our 
rule.  

Annual Reports  
Reports will be produced for each child at the usual time in 
the second Summer Term. They will follow a reporting 
format which has been agreed by all Trust schools once again 
this year, and as is usual at St. Joseph’s, the option to discuss 
your child’s report will be offered also. This optional 
consultation will most likely be over teams or telephone call. 
More details to follow with dates etc.   

New Playground Markings 
We are very excited to have been able to have some 
new playground markings added to our playgrounds. 
These are part of our ‘Restore and Rebuild’ friendship 
project, to help children to bond after their time in 
lockdown and furthermore when they eventually come 
out of their bubbles. They are all sports themed so that 
the children can participate in these games and 
activities with one another at breaktimes and 
lunchtimes. We hope that they give a new dimension to 
breaktimes.  

Staff Who’s Who…? 
We realise that unless your child is in a specific teacher’s 
class you don’t always know much about the staff across the 
rest of the school. We thought that it might be a good idea 
to give you a little bit of a background about our wonderful 
staff at St. Joseph’s. This month we will start with Miss 
Crone. Miss Crone is our SENDCO, Pupil Premium Champion, 
and Year 5 Teacher. As Special Needs Coordinator she is a 
member of our Senior Leadership Team.  
 

 
 
Miss Crone studied a Primary Teaching Degree at Durham 
University with a subject specialism in Maths. She has taught 
in both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 and was a subject leader 
for a number of years before deputising with SEN and then 
becoming our lead. She is passionate about her role and is 
due to begin a SEN masters level qualification at Sunderland 
University in September. Miss Crone loves her two dogs, and 
is getting married to Nathan this summer at St. Joseph’s 
Parish Church.  
 
  

Website 
Our school website is constantly under review, ever 
evolving, and the content being added to or changed 
regularly. Please have a look at it from time to time. 
There is so much information on there to help you and 
your children. The Trust are working to make the 
websites more user friendly so you can find things more 
easily. In the meantime, we try to use the banners on 
the homepage to signpost you to important or topical 
information. If you have any queries or suggestions 
please contact Miss Carter via email at:     
office@stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk 

Lateness Monitoring 
Our attendance officer will be monitoring children who 
are late for school and contacting parents to offer our 
support. Please can we ask that your child is in school 
before the gates are locked? If your child has to enter 
through the office they will be marked late.  
Appointments 
Unless your child is unwell, all doctors and dentist 
appointments should be made after school or during 
the school holidays.  


