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St Joseph’s  
Catholic Academy 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
March 2021 Full School Opening  

 
I hope you are well and had a safe and restful half term. 
 
I must begin by thanking you for your ongoing support during this lockdown. It is incredible to think how far we have come 
and how well we have all adapted to a new way of learning; the blended approach we have taken with some children 
learning remotely at home, and some in school, it has worked extremely well. We genuinely could not have done it without 
support from you, our parents. We appreciate that it has been, and continues to be, a difficult time. Despite the challenges 
of family life, you have certainly made the very best of this situation for the sake of your children’s education and wellbeing, 
and for that we cannot thank you enough.    
 
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on 22nd February, we are very much looking forward to welcoming our pupils 
back to school on 8th March, and to having everyone back together again. The organisation for the return of pupils in 
September worked very well. As a result, we have built on the successes of what we did at the start of the year, made 
adaptations based upon what we learned and followed the guidance provided by the Government to revise and update our 
Risk Assessment. Our priority is always that school continues to be a safe environment for staff pupils and families, and we 
feel that we are able to achieve this with the rigorous and robust safety measures we have in place. 
 
Accompanying this letter is our ‘Re-opening Information, March 2021’ booklet, which includes all the specific information 
you need regarding your child’s return. On their return, the children will have the same staggered start and finish times as 
in September, and will enter and exit the school site at the same entrance and exit points. Again, to ease congestion, it is 
important that we do not have parents congregating at the school gates and to help this, the gates will be open ten minutes 
earlier than your child’s start time. We would encourage only one parent/adult to collect to help minimise the number of 
adults on site, and ask that face coverings are worn unless exemption applies.  
 
Children will continue to be in their own class bubble with their own teacher and support staff throughout the day including 
playtimes and lunchtimes. They will continue to wear face coverings as they arrive on site and leave each day, and when 
they are in communal areas in school, but not in the classroom. Hygiene will continue to be a priority and the children will 
follow the hand washing and cleaning routines they have become accustomed to across the school day.  
 
Should you have any concerns about your child’s wellbeing, or their impending return to school please do not hesitate to 
email Mrs Laverick at wellbeing@stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk, and we will discuss a way forward to support their return.  
 
Should you have any further questions or concerns, please get in touch. 
 
Stay safe and well. 

 
 

Mrs G Dowson 
Head Teacher 
 

‘All shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of things shall be well...’ Julian of Norwich 
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