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St. Joseph’s Catholic Academy
SEND Information Report

Our Mission Statement

St Joseph’s is a prayerful community grounded in the Catholic faith,
in which Gospel values shape our lives and our work.

Our school is a loving, caring and happy place where all are welcomed and 
everyone is valued and respected.

We recognise our uniqueness in Christ and celebrate diversity and 
difference.

Through hard work and high expectations, we nurture and challenge each 
other to develop our gifts and talents.

We do our best, even when we find things difficult

Reviewed: July 2020
Next Review: June 2021
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Contact Details
Phone: 01642 360401                                      

Email: office@stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk

St. Joseph’s Key SEND Contacts

Head Teacher Mrs G. Dowson Wren

Deputy Head Teacher Mrs A. Birrell

SEND Governor Mrs E. Roberts

SENco
Deputy SENDco

Miss A. Crone
Mrs N. Mead

Mental Health & Well Being Team Miss A. Crone
Mrs A. Birrell
Mrs S. Laverick

mailto:office@stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk


St. Joseph’s is an inclusive school. We ensure that all pupils receive quality first teaching, which is
appropriately differentiated to suit individual needs. Early identification of those children who require
SEND provision is key and all adults working with children are aware of their needs, the support required
and any teaching strategies or approaches that are needed. All of our staff use their best endeavours to
ensure that the necessary provision is made for any individual who has SEND.

The School’s SEND Policy may be found on our website and a hard copy can be requested. Our policy is a
detailed document which encompasses Bishop Hogarth Catholic Education Trust’s high standards of
support for children with SEND.

St. Joseph’s Core Offer
SEND Policy
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St. Joseph’s Core Offer

External Support
We routinely ask for the professional help, advice and guidance from external support specialists 
whenever this is needed, in agreement and close consultation with yourselves. 

Examples include:

• Speech and Language Therapists 

• Paediatric Occupational Therapists

• Paediatric Physiotherapists

• Local Authority (LA) advisory staff for children who experience hearing or visual impairment 

• Local Authority SEND Team for general advice, with outreach accessed as required via the One 
Point Panel process

• CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services)

• An experienced Educational Psychologist.

• Emotional Resilience Nurse

• Our Trust has a dedicated Educational Psychologist working across all schools. 



Class teachers hold the responsibility to ensure each child in their class makes progress across a broad
and balanced curriculum.

Each member of staff within St. Joseph’s develop solid, nurturing and encouraging relationships with our
children. Good behaviour is rewarded through various means and disruptive behaviour is dealt with
appropriately. More information can be found in our Behaviour Policy.

Interventions are available for children and we aim for interventions to occur on the same day where
learning/progress has not took place.

St. Joseph’s Core Offer
Making Progress



Well being and mental health support is available from all teachers and teaching assistants and if
required, Emotional Resilience nursing staff.

Within St. Joseph’s, we have a team of staff who have been specifically trained to provide Mental Health
and Well-being support, as well as Mental Health First Aid. These members of staff are always on hand to
support teachers and children, as well as supporting parents.

Support for parents is always available from all staff, particularly the Well Being and Mental Health Team.

St. Joseph’s Core Offer
Well Being Support



All children are encouraged to express their feelings and views. This can be done through the School
Council Representatives and Chaplains.

Children can also speak directly to their class teacher, TAs, SENco, Mental Health team and anyone else
who they may feel comfortable with.

Children on the SEN register also have the opportunity to voice their thoughts and feelings when
completing their Individual Education Plan (IEP). Children are involved in this process and are given the
opportunity to discuss their thoughts and feelings towards the support and provision they are receiving.
Parents are also involved in this process.

St. Joseph’s Core Offer
Having a Voice



After School Clubs
Extra curricular activities are run throughout the year and these clubs include Art, Mindfulness, Story
Telling, Board Games, Cookery, Dance, Multi Sports and Football. These clubs are fully accessible to those
with SEND.

Nurture Club
Nurture Club provides those children with social, emotional, additional needs and SEND, a quiet, calming
sanctuary during lunch times. Children who struggle to cope during unstructured time outside are invited
to attend Nurture Club every lunch time.

Theraplay
Children with SEMH and communication difficulties are invited to attend ‘Theraplay’ sessions throughout
our school week. These sessions are delivered by two members of trained staff.

Sensory Room
We have recently developed a Sensory Room where children can go to calm and regulate if feeling
heightened. It provides a quiet, calm place for children. This room can also be used for any sensory
interventions that are required.

St. Joseph’s Core Offer
Extra Curricular Activities & Support
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Our staff have a wealth of expertise and qualifications. Staff continually develop their knowledge and
skills through CPD provided by the Trust and by school. Often members of staff seek their own CPD to
develop an area of need or personal interest. All teachers have QTS and some are qualified to Masters
level. All TAs have Level 3 or Level 4 qualifications, some qualified to degree level. Some staff have
nationally recognised Autism and SEN training.

Areas of expertise:

• SENco: Miss Crone

• Deputy SENDco: Mrs Mead

• Mental Health First Aiders: Mrs Birrell and Miss Crone

• Qualified First Aiders 

• Paediatric First Aiders

• Epi Pen Trained

• Theraplay Trained

• Team Teach Trained Staff 
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Here at St. Joseph’s, our SEND offer is structured around the Assess, Plan, Do, Review approach. This
approach is used by all members of staff when planning and providing provision and support. Using this
approach we develop Individual Educational Plans (IEPs) for each child with SEND.

The following information will provide further guidance on this approach. If you require further
information, please contact us directly or visit our website.

The following policies will provide useful information.

▪ SEND Policy

▪ Safeguarding Policy 

▪ Admissions Policy 

▪ Accessibility Policy

▪ Stockton’s Local Offer

Identifying SEND

▪ SEND Information, Advice and Support Services (SEND IASS)

▪ SEND Reforms 0-25 What you need to know 

▪ Equality Statement and Single Equality Scheme

▪ Complaints Policy



At St. Joseph’s a child will be identified as having SEND when their
learning difficulty or disability calls for special educational provision
that is different or additional to children of the same age.
Assessment is a whole school approach and the aim is to quickly
identify where a child is not making progress. The process includes:

• Observations and assessments made by the class teacher.

• Pupil progress meetings between the class teacher and the senior
leadership team.

• Discussions with school SENDco (Miss Crone).

• If a parent is concerned about their child, they are welcome to
come and meet with Mrs Mead, who is our school SENDCO. An
appointment can be made through the school office.

The curriculum is delivered to all children by class teachers, ensuring
pupils receive a high level of quality first teaching. Children work
within their own class where the teacher and teaching assistants
provide additional support in a variety of ways. This may include;
participating in intervention groups, accessing 1:1 support where
appropriate and differentiated work. Each class teacher plans,
delivers, assesses and reviews work for all pupils in their class.
Where a child has a Special Educational Need and/or Disability, the
teacher will adjust the curriculum accordingly. This may include
access to a laptop, special or adapted furniture, sensory equipment
or support with physical activities. Children with Special Educational
Needs and/or Disabilities are encouraged to participate in trips,
visits and extra curricular activities, where adaptations will be made
such as: additional 1:1 support, modifications to equipment, dietary
requirements.

The school works closely with external agencies,
including those associated with education and health, to
ensure all the needs of our pupils are met. This may be
through 1:1 or small group work in school, providing
advice and resources or a scheme of work to follow.

More information More information

More information More information

The external agencies include:
▪ Occupational Therapy
▪ Physiotherapy
▪ Emotional Resilience Nurse
▪ CAMHS
▪ Visual and Hearing Impaired Services,
▪ Speech and Language Services
▪ Educational Psychologist
▪ Counselling Services such as the Headlight Project

Children who have been identified as requiring
support will be reviewed termly. This is where we
review what has worked well and what is no longer
needed going forward. IEPs are written by the teacher
and the child. They are also reviewed by parents and
the SENDco. Mrs Mead, who is currently our school

It is important to us that we have a good relationships with our
families and parents. It is vital that school and home work closely
together towards positive outcomes for the child. This ensures that
the child receives the most appropriate intervention and support.
This increases the chance of progress being made and
achievements celebrated

SENDco, attends any meetings if requested by either the teacher
or parent. Our governing body are also provided with termly
updates with regards to SEND.



Identification: The method of identification and provision for the children with SEND follows
a graduated approach, and staff are guided by the SEND policy. Your child will be identified as
having SEND if they have significantly greater difficulty in learning compared to the majority
of children of the same age. Alternatively they will be identified if they have a disability
preventing/hindering the use of educational facilities provided for children of the same age
within the Local Education Authority.

Assess

First Steps: Teachers are constantly assessing and monitoring children’s progress. If your child is identified as not making
expected progress then you will be informed by the class teacher. The teacher may work with the SENDco and parent to
explore possible barriers to learning and ways to best support your child.

Observations and Assessments: Additional observations may be carried out. The SENDco may also carry out observations
to aid the teacher with planning next steps for your child. This is where the requirement of the input of additional and
specialist services may identified. Your permission will be needed for any referrals we may need to make.

SEND Register: It is at these early stages in the process your child may be added to our SEND support register and a plan
will be devised by the class teacher that will set achievable targets and outline the support and provision that will be
given in class. This is reviewed regularly.

One Point and EHCP: One Point and Education Health Care Plans will be applied for when your child’s needs are deemed
more complex and your child requires a high level of support.

If you are concerned about your child’s progress, or if you believe your child may have SEN and/or a disability, please
contact Miss Crone on 01642 360401.



Communication and Interaction
Social, Emotional and Mental 

Health Difficulties

Cognition and Learning Sensory and/or Physical Needs

Lesson Planning: All planning is prepared by the class teacher. Children will work within their own class, either with the
teacher or the teaching assistant. When a child has a Special Educational Need and/or a Disability, the teacher will adjust
the curriculum accordingly and differentiate where needed. This may include access to a laptop, special or adapted
furniture and equipment or support with physical activities.

Support: Support will be provided in a variety of ways, including participating in intervention groups, sensory support
and accessing 1:1 support where appropriate.

Identified Needs: Children’s targets will often be linked cognition and learning, specifically related to writing, reading
and numeracy. However, for some they may be related to communication, social interaction, sensory needs, physical
needs or social, emotional and mental health. For more information, click the links below.

Plan
The class teacher has the overall responsibility for the welfare and progress of your child.
Additional provision is planned carefully and overseen by Mrs Mead (SENDco). It is
implemented by their class teacher and experienced teaching assistants. When provision
and support does not result in adequate progress, the SENDco will be consulted who will
help with planning the next steps.



Support and differentiation is provided in a variety of ways, including participating in intervention groups, sensory
support, specialised equipment and accessing 1:1 support where appropriate.

Children’s needs are assessed by the Senior Leadership Team and additional adults are allocated accordingly. It is the
class teacher’s responsibility to provide the additional adult with the resources required and to monitor the impact they
are making to the child/children.

We work closely with a number of external agencies, including those associated with education and health, to ensure all
the needs of our pupils are met.

Do
Our teachers are always adapting teaching and learning in order to meet the needs of
their class.

Differentiation is used across the curriculum and across all year groups to ensure learning
and progress is achievable but challenging, for children with a Special Educational Need
and/or Disability.



New targets will be set or adjusted to meet the needs of the child to ensure progress will be made during the next term.

Parent Consultation Meetings are held in the Autumn and Spring term where you have the opportunity to discuss your
child’s learning and look at their work. Another opportunity to meet with your child’s class teacher is provided in the
Summer Term when you can discuss your child’s end of year report.

Pupils, who currently have an EHC Plan (Education Health and Care Plan), an annual review will be held with all agencies
involved, including parents/carers and the child. Targets will be reviewed for future provision. The outcomes of the
annual review will be sent to the local authority SEND panel to be approved. For additional information see our website
for: SEND Policy and the Stockton Local Authority SEND Offer.

Our Head Teacher and Senior Leadership Team are regularly updated and contribute to reviewing children’s progress
and provision. School Governors are also updated termly.

Review
At the end of the every term, you will be invited to meet with your child’s class teacher.
This is when you and the class teacher will review the additional provision that has been
implemented. The effectiveness and outcomes will be reviewed. Pupils and parents are
encouraged to express their views regarding their learning with their class teacher and
review their progress.



• Access to small group and/or individualised interventions to develop skills in

communication, interaction, emotional awareness, self-care, flexible thinking.

• Interventions aimed to improve communication and interaction – Narrative

Programme and Theraplay.

• Access to low stimulus area if required

• Flexible approaches to the school day timetable

• Modifications to lunch and/or break times – Access to lunchtime Nurture Club.

• Visual timetables available if needed.

• Access to additional aids/technology

• Sensory feedback support – fidget toys, wobble cushions, chew buddies etc.

• Explicit teaching of generalising skills from one context to another

• Careful planning of transitions

• Mentoring and/or buddy systems

• Social stories developed alongside a TA

Communication and Interaction



• Regular, individually focused intervention - Daily Reading, Phonics etc.

• Increased access to small group support

• Practical aids for learning - Hundred squares, number lines, pictures, photos, accessible

reading material suited to age etc.

• Increased access to ICT – Laptops and iPads.

• Adaptations to assessments to enable access e.g. readers, scribe, ICT

• Curriculum adapted to meet the learning needs of the child/young person - Use of

Individual Learning Plans

• Frequent repetition and reinforcement

• Flexible groupings with additional support

• School will refer to the Specialist Learning Team in Stockton for further strategies if all

school based interventions have been explored.

Cognition and Learning 



• Access to our lunchtime Nurture Group

• Access to time out/quiet working areas

• Access to Sensory Room 

• Child led reward systems which are individually adapted 

• Increased access to additional adults in and out of the classroom (through funded 

support)

• Increased access to the outdoor environment 

• Specifically designed interventions and games to encourage turn taking, communication 

and cooperation. 

• Supported transition to secondary schools

• School Mental Health team on hand to provide assistance, support the class teacher 

and support the child. 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health



• Physical aids to support access - Wheelchair, mechanical lifts, walking frame, hearing

aids, ear defenders, large print materials if required

• Sensory aids to support access – Ear defenders, wobble cushions, chew buddies,

Sensory Room etc.

• Access to a specialist teacher/LSA for the hearing/visual impaired

• Concrete apparatus available to support learning – Numicon, Diene’s etc.

• Access to support for personal care – School Nurse

• Therapy programmes delivered in school, designed by specialists - Occupational

Therapists, Physiotherapists etc.

• Adapted curriculum to enable full access e.g. alternative recording devices, modified PE

curriculum, modified laptops.

Sensory and/or Physical Needs
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‘The current Covid-19 restrictions mean that the provision listed above in all four areas of need has had
to be adapted to the requirements of on-line distance learning, as has been the case since 26th March
2020. All teachers and the support team have quickly become adept at using technology to remotely
support our learners who have SEND.

Levels of engagement and progress are regularly checked and interventions put in place if any concerns
exist. Our support under Covid-19 is flexible to the needs of each individual learner.’

During the school closure we have taken these following steps:
• Regular phone calls home for children on the SEN register. Children with high needs have been called

more regularly. We have offered resources, support and strategies to struggling parents and children.
• Created and delivered resources and strategies such as social stories, visual timetables and booklets

about COVID.
• Delivered equipment such as ear defenders, chew buddy, weighted equipment and vibrating cushions.
• Continued to send applications into the EHCP Panel and th One-Point Panel.
• Attended regular TEAMS meeting with Bishop Hogarth’s SENCO’s
• Held review meeting with Mrs Roberts - SEND Governor.
• Created a website page to provide additional resources for Well-being and Mental Health which can

be found https://stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk/contact/keeping-mentally-healthy/

https://stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk/contact/keeping-mentally-healthy/


Should you have any concerns about the support that your child is receiving, we hope that you will feel 
able to approach your child’s Class Teacher or the SENDco to discuss this. They will be happy to meet you 
and work together with you to help resolve any issues or concerns that you may have. Our SEN Governor 

could also be contacted separately through the e-mail address:

office@stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk

We will also always be pleased to hear from you about any aspect of our provision that you feel are 
working particularly well. 

However, if you feel there are still unresolved issues, you may wish to make a formal complaint according 
to the procedures set out in Bishop Hogarth Catholic Education Trust’s Complaints Policy. 

You can view this document at 

www.bhcet.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Complaints-Policy-Review-November-2022.pdf

Complaints Policy

mailto:office@stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk
http://www.bhcet.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Complaints-Policy-Review-November-2022.pdf


St. Joseph’s Catholic Academy

Ragworth Road, Norton, Stockton-on-Tees, TS20 1HR 

Phone: 01642 360401 

Email: office@stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk

Website: https://stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk/

Bishop Hogarth Catholic Education Trust

Carmel College, The Headlands, Darlington, DL3 8RW

Contact: Maura Regan (Chief Executive Officer)

Phone: 01325 25425

Website: https://bhcet.org.uk/

Keeping In Touch 

Head Teacher Mrs G. Dowson Wren

Deputy Head Teacher Mrs A. Birrell

SEND Governor Mrs E. Roberts

SENDco
Deputy SENDco

Miss A. Crone
Mrs N. Mead

mailto:office@stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk
https://stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk/
https://bhcet.org.uk/


Keeping In Touch
More Useful Contacts

National Contacts
Contact a Family
www.cafamily.org.uk

Council for Disabled Children
www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk

Department for Education
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-
educationLocalStockton

Local Contacts
Stockton Local Offer
sensection@Stockton.gov.uk
www.Stockton.gov.uk/localoffer

Stockton SEN & Engagement Service Information
01642 527217

Stockton SEND Information, Advice & Support
01642 527158

Stockton Borough Council 
01642 527225
fis@Stockton.gov.uk
www.Stockton.gov.uk

Stockton Parent Carer Forum
07935447375
stocktonparentcarerforum@gmail.com
www.stocktonparentcarerforum.co.uk

Useful Documents
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 0-25

www.stockton.gov.uk/media/876800/final-
cesc1590_2018.pdf

SEND Code of Practice
www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-

practice-0-to-25

Local Authority’s Local Offer
www.Stockton.gov.uk/localoffer

http://www.cafamily.org.uk/
http://www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-educationLocalStockton
mailto:sensection@Stockton.gov.uk
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/localoffer
mailto:fis@Stockton.gov.uk
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/
mailto:stocktonparentcarerforum@gmail.com
http://www.stocktonparentcarerforum.co.uk/
https://www.stockton.gov.uk/media/876800/final-cesc1590_2018.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/localoffer

