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Our Mission Statement 
 

St Joseph’s is a prayerful community grounded in the Catholic faith, in which Gospel values shape our lives and 
our work. 

Our Academy is a loving, caring and happy place where all are welcomed and everyone is valued and respected. 
We recognise our uniqueness in Christ and celebrate diversity and difference. 

Through hard work and high expectations, we nurture and challenge each other to develop our gifts and talents. 
We do our best, even when we find things difficult. 

Introduction 
St Joseph’s Catholic Academy ensures that the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities policy works within the 
guidelines and inclusion policies of the Code of Practice (Updated 2015), the Local Education Authority and other 
policies current within the Academy. 
 
We have a belief that all children have an equal right to a full and rounded education, which will enable them to 
achieve their full potential. We use our best endeavours to secure special educational provision for pupils for 
whom this is required, that is ‘additional to and different from’ that provided within the differentiated curriculum 
to better respond to the four areas of need identified in the new Code of Practice 
(Updated 2015). 
 
The four areas of need are: 

• Communication and interaction 

• Cognition and learning 

• Social, emotional and mental health 

• Sensory and or physical 
 
What is SEND? 
A child or young person has special educational needs if he or she has a learning difficulty or disability, which calls 
for special educational provision to be made for him or her. A learning difficulty or disability is a significantly 
greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age. Special educational provision means 
educational or training provision that is additional to, or different from, that made generally for others of the 
same age in a mainstream setting in England. Health care provision or social care provision, which educates or 
trains a child or young person, is to be treated as special educational provision. Code of Practice (Updated 2015) 
 
Principles and Values 
The Academy endorses the philosophy expressed by the Code of Practice (Updated 2015) that: 

• The purpose of education for all children is the same; the goals are the same but the help that individual 
children need in progressing towards them will be different. 

• Equality of opportunity for all should be the basis for work to meet special educational needs. 

• The views of the child will be sought and taken into account at the appropriate age. 

• The parents support will be actively sought for they have a vital role to play in their child’s education. 

• Children with SEND will be offered full access to a broad, balanced and relevant education, including an 
appropriate curriculum for the Foundation Stage and the National Curriculum. 

 
Aims and Objectives 
At St Joseph’s we aim to: 

• Identify children with special needs and or disabilities as early as possible. 

• Create an environment that meets the needs of each child in order that they can achieve their learning 
potential and engage in activities alongside pupils who do not have SEND. 

• Work in cooperation and productive partnerships with the Local Education Authority and other outside 
agencies, to ensure there is a multi-professional approach to meeting the needs of all vulnerable learners. 

• Place a high value on esteem building in children with special needs and or disabilities. 

• Consider the needs of children who are especially able and talented. 

• Enable, through reasonable adjustments, all children to have full access to all elements of the Academy 
curriculum. 
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• Request, monitor and respond to parents/carers and pupils views in order to evidence high levels of 
confidence and partnership. 

• Identify the roles and responsibilities of all staff in providing for all children’s needs. 

• Ensure support for pupils with medical conditions full inclusion in all Academy activities by ensuring 
consultation with health and social care professionals. 

• Foster an inclusive ethos where all children are encouraged to achieve their full potential. 
 

Staff with Responsibility for Special Needs 
 

       Designated Person Child Protection and Behaviour  Lead: Mrs Dowson Wren  
Deputy: Mrs Angela Birrell 

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENDCo):     Lead: Miss A. Crone 
        Deputy: Mrs N. Mead 
SEND Link Governor:      Mrs Emma Roberts  

 
The Academy maintains records for each of the following concerning children: 

• The SEND register for children identified as needing SEND support or an Education Health and Care 
Plan. (EHCP) 

• Medical register containing details of ongoing or long term ailments/conditions. 

• The Child Protection register. 

• The MAT register for children who are especially able and talented. 

• Incidents where behaviour remains the primary concern. 

• Children are also placed on a Cause for Concern register if a teacher has concerns over development.  
 

              SEND support in St Joseph’s 
              Where a pupil is identified as having SEND, we will take action to remove barriers to learning and put effective 

special educational provision in place. This SEND support will take the form of a four-part cycle through which 
earlier decisions and actions are revisited, refined and revised with a growing understanding of the pupil’s needs 
and of what supports the pupil in making good progress and securing good outcomes. We will follow the Assess, 
Plan, Do and Review approach, as highlighted in our local and Academy SEND Offer. This will ensure that 
interventions and support are correctly matched to an individual’s needs allowing them to make progress.  

Working in Partnership with Parents 
St Joseph’s supports the Code of Practice (Updated 2015) view that parents hold key information and have a 
critical role to play in their children’s education. We actively seek to work with parents through the following 
initiatives. 
 
Formal Meetings 
Parents will be invited to meet the Academy SENDCo and class teacher when their child needs support with their 
learning. The purpose of this meeting is: 

1. To seek the parent’s permission to begin the Assess section of the SEND cycle.  
2. To obtain information about the child from the parents knowledge and experiences to contribute 

to a shared view of the child’s needs and the best way of supporting them. 
3. To familiarise parents with the SEND policy and the Special Educational Needs and Disability 

Information, Advice and Support Service. (SEND IASS)  
4. To ensure parents are involved in the Plan and Review section of the cycle.  

 
 
Communication with Home 
Communication between home and school will continue through regular contact with their child’s class teacher, 
during parents evening twice a year. Parents are encouraged to contact Academy if they have any concerns at all.  
 
Provision Plans 
Parents with children on the SEND Register will be involved in the planning and assessing of a child’s provision. 
They will have the opportunity to discuss how they feel their child has progressed and be involved in the planning 
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of the next stage of their support.  A review meeting with the SENDCo / class teacher will take place towards the 
end of each term.  
 
Informal Meetings 
If parents urgently need to discuss any issues involving their child’s education with the class teacher or the SENDCo 
they may contact the Academy by telephone or letter and we will arrange a meeting.  
 
Parent’s Responsibility 
The parents of St Joseph’s pupils also have a responsibility to communicate effectively with staff to support their 
children’s education. In working with us we ask that they: 

1. Alert us to any concerns they have about their child’s learning. 
2. Fulfil their obligations under home-school agreements. 
3. Support their child with work sent home 

 
Identification Process 
Provision for children with special educational needs and or disabilities is a matter for the whole Academy. The 
Governing Body, the Academy’s Head Teachers, the SENDCo and all other members of staff, particularly class 
teachers and teaching assistants, have important day–to–day responsibilities.  
 
The Academy will assess each child’s current levels of attainment on entry in order to ensure that they build on 
the patterns of learning and experience already established during the child’s pre-Academy years. If the child 
already has an identified special educational need and or disability, this information may be transferred from 
other partners in their Early Years setting and the class teacher and SENDCo will use this information to: 

• Provide starting points for the development of an appropriate curriculum. 
• Identify and focus attention on action to support the child within the class. 
• Use the assessment processes to identify any learning difficulties. 
• Ensure ongoing observation and assessments provide regular feedback about the child’s achievements      
and experiences to form the basis for planning the next steps of the child’s learning. 

 
At St Joseph’s, we believe early intervention is vital and we have systems in place to ensure all children can become 
individual learners. Class teachers assess the children’s attainment at the end of each term and regular 
observations of their personal and social skills take place. Class teachers regularly monitor all children and 
reference children who could potentially require SEND Support.   
 
At any time throughout the year, teachers can seek advice from the SENDCo or Head Teachers about individual 
children.  
 
Outside Agencies 
The involvement of specialists play an important part in the very early identification of special educational needs 
and or disabilities, and in advising staff on effective provision designed to prevent the development of more 
significant needs. They act as consultants and are a source for in-service advice on learning and behaviour 
management strategies for all teachers. They also provide specialist assessments and advice for individual 
children. Formal assessments are requested, with the parent’s permission, from other specialist agencies such as 
the Hearing Impaired Service, Speech and Language Service, Educational Psychology Service and Inclusion Service, 
CAMHS and any other agency that could offer support and advice.  
 
Provision Mapping 
The purpose of the provision map is to ensure that children are supported and their support level is tracked. This 
will enable the Academy to make informed decisions as to whether the support provided is effective.  
 
In School Support 
The class teacher will support and clearly differentiate work for SEND pupils within their planning. Teachers may 
receive appropriate TA support, which can be used to support the learning of SEND children at the class teacher’s 
discretion.  Parents also provide support through home/school reading and any homework required to support 
their child’s learning. Individual pupils with more complex needs with receive additional funding from the High 
Needs Panel.  
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Resources and Accommodation 
The SENDCo is responsible for: 

• The management of SEND resources and pupil records. SEND files and confidential materials are secured.  

• The maintenance, review and recording of resources and will carry out an annual audit and order new 
material. 

 
Disabled Access 
A toilet for disabled children is also available. All entrances to the Academy are levelled and are wheelchair 
friendly. A ramp on the corridor allows wheelchair users to access the Academy hall for meetings and celebrations. 
 
Academy SEND Offer – SEND Information Report 
This can be found on our Academy website and provides information for parents on support and services available 
to pupils with SEND. It highlights the practices and procedures currently in place in St Joseph’s. 
 
Developing and Monitoring SEND 
The SENDCo is responsible for developing and monitoring the Academy’s SEND provision.  
 
The SENDCo will:  

• Be point of reference to aid teachers with planning and will be responsible for updating the Academy’s 
policy. 

• Keep abreast of current developments and advise staff on amendments to their practice.  

• Undertake regular termly monitoring as scheduled in the Academy’s long-term plan.  

• Arrange training to accommodate the needs of staff. 

• Monitor the progress of pupils on the SEND Register.  
 
 
Approved by Governors: Summer 19 
To be reviewed:                Autumn 20 


