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www.stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk ‘Christ be our Light’ 

Thank You  
Here we are the end of what’s been an extremely busy January, and I would just like to reflect on what we have achieved 
as a school family in this past month. From the announcement of lockdown just as we were ready to return to school, to 
this point now, I think it’s fair to say that the achievements we have made, together, have been phenomenal. For you, our 
parents, I know that this has not been an easy time, but I’m sure you will see that the progress your child is making is 
amazing, and without your help and support, we could not have provided the level of remote learning that we have. We 
are extremely grateful that you have supported us to work with your children this way, particularly when we are aware of 
the many pressures and strains that you are dealing with at this time.  
 
This third lockdown has not been easy at all and there are some days we all find it difficult to keep going, it can feel like 
nothing changes and there can seem like no end to it. But we mustn’t lose hope; we are a people of hope and we can’t 
lose sight of that. Our children are our hope and what we do each day, as parents, as carers, as school staff - we do for 
them. There are times when our children can be difficult; it’s hard for them too - we’ve had many phone calls asking for 
help because they won’t do their school work (see, it’s not just your kids!). It’s hard to keep going sometimes but try not 
to worry, just do the best you can for your children on that particular day - each day is a new day and you can try again 
tomorrow. You are not teachers, you are parents: key workers, furloughed, recently unemployed - these difficulties mean 
that some days your child’s remote learning is probably the last thing on your mind. We wouldn’t always know that from 
you because you have always made sure that at some point your children have attended school lessons and participated 
in some aspect of their school day; for that we all thank you – your children having that connection with their friends is 
priceless and so good for their wellbeing. Just please make sure, you look after your own wellbeing too.   
 
We will continue to work together to ensure that we look after your children, both in and out of school, and try to keep 
them safe. We have a robust Risk Assessment in place to ensure that all pupils and staff are as safe as possible when in 
school, but I appreciate that the safest place for them is at home with you, so I thank you for keeping them there with you 
whenever possible, despite this not always being the easiest option for you. Thank you again for your support with remote 
leaning: it has been a steep learning curve for us all and I am extremely proud of the road we have all travelled together 
so far. It hasn’t been straight forward and there have been a few hiccups, but for the majority, I think it’s fair to say that 
the children are in a routine now and are becoming more confident with using Teams and able to access their work and 
lessons daily. Praise to the teaching staff for jumping through so many hoops at such short notice and having to completely 
rethink how they do their job. Huge thanks to you our parents, carers, grandparents and families for the learning journey 
you have made with us and with your children to help this to work so well. I know it’s not easy, especially when you are 
trying to work at home yourselves.  
 
I hope that you and your families stay safe and well and  
are able to reach out to us should you need any support  
with anything at all.  
 
God Bless, Mrs Dowson 
 
 
 

 

 

Mental Health & Well-Being  
Our new Well-Being Lead and Parent Support Advisor is: Mrs Seana Laverick 

Mrs Laverick previously worked with us at St. Joseph’s as a Teaching Assistant and after leaving us for a career change for 
a couple of years we are pleased to welcome her back as our Well-being Lead. She has been making some calls to introduce 
herself to some families. Should anyone wish to speak to her for any Family Support or Well-Being please contact her on:  
Tel:    07483349449           Email: wellbeing@stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk 

 Check our ‘Keeping Mentally Healthy’ Webpage: 

Keeping Mentally Healthy – St Joseph's Catholic Academy Norton (bhcet.org.uk) 

 

https://stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk/contact/keeping-mentally-healthy/


 

 

 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY! 

 

       
 

January 
 

Alfie W 
Macey R 
Lacey T 

Abigail C 
Sienna H 
Heath D 

Madeleine H 
Lucie R 
Noah B 
Reece S 
Harry W 

Tiberius G 
Emily W 

Lily C 
Jacob G 
Lucy Q 
Thea C 
Jacob L 
Emilia R 

Ellie McC 
Harvey B 
Dylan S 
Harry S 

Sophie B 
Emily P 
Pearl C 
Aoife R 
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Pupil Chaplains 
 

Rudolph Run 
TOTAL RAISED £5500 
We were overjoyed by the generosity of our St. Joseph’s 
school family and community, and thrilled that together we 
raised a phenomenal £5500.00 
 
Sincere thanks to everyone  
who has given so generously, 
and to our children, who ran 
this year to fundraise for  
The Butterwick Hospice, a  
charity which is clearly very  
close to all of our hearts. 
 
 

Mini Vinnies - Hearts for Homes 
 
Our Mini Vinnies turned  
concern into action and 
joined the #heartsforhomes  
campaign. We wanted our  
local care home residents to  
know that they are always in 
our thoughts, prayers and most of all, that they are loved. 
Our Key Stage 1 children made ‘Hearts for Homes’ calendars 
which were given to the residents at Millbeck House and 
Priory Court. 

Advent is always a busy time for our pupil chaplains and 

this year was no different. Following the success of our 

Advent Angels 2019, we knew we had to reach out to our 

parishioners once again. We thought ‘Wait in Hope’ was 

an important message to send them during the pandemic, 

and our chaplains made new angels. Colette Wilson our 

Parish Outreach Co-ordinator, and her team, helped 

deliver the angels safely on our behalf. 

Additionally, Christmas cards were sent to our isolated 

parishioners to let them know we were thinking of them. 

Seventy cards were written and distributed in our local 

community.  

 

 

 

Staff Welcome  
Welcome back to Mrs Rowling who has returned from her maternity 
leave and re-joins Miss Hogan back in Class 7 as her job share partner 
again. Miss Hogan works Monday-Wednesday and Mrs Rowling 
Thursday and Friday.  
 
Mr Colgrave joins us as our wonderful, very busy, new caretaker. If 
you see him around school be sure to say a socially distanced hello!  
 
Mrs Wray is our fabulous new teaching assistant in Class 5 and brings 
with her a wealth of experience from many years as a TA. She has 
settled in immediately and has very quickly become part of the St. 
Joseph’s family. 
 
The lovely Mrs Gordon is back at St. Joseph’s as a teaching assistant 
in Class 4, on a permanent a basis. We are all so pleased to have been 
able to welcome her back to our team.   
 

 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 

Newsletters 
Class newsletters have 
been uploaded today to 
give you an overview of 
what is happening this 
Spring Term in your 
class.  
 
A reading newsletter will 
be shared with you also 
today as we felt it 
important to share with 
you everything that we 
have in place to help you 
with reading at home.  
 
You will find these on 
MyEd and the website.   

Children’s Mental Health Week        1st – 7th February          ‘Express Yourself’ 
Next week at St. Joseph’s we will celebrate Children's Mental Health Week 2021 -  This year’s theme is Express Yourself.  
Expressing yourself is not about being the best at something or putting on a performance for others. It is about finding a way 
to show who you are, and how you see the world, that can help you feel good about yourself. We will be encouraging the 
children to explore the different ways they can express themselves, by finding creative ways to share feelings, thoughts and 
ideas. This could be through art, music, poetry, dance or drama - doing activities that make them feel good.  
Throughout the week we have planned a timetable of activities and on our ‘Wellbeing Wednesday’ we have non screen 
activities planned for the afternoon so that everyone can take a break from the computer. We are hoping that this will 
become a regular feature in our timetable on our Wellbeing Wednesday slot now and again.  

                                                                                                          Children's Mental Health Week 2021 

 

 

 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/

