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Advent 2020 
Although we are unable to invite you into school this Advent season, I am pleased to tell you that all the 
wonderful things that always happen in school during Advent and in the lead up to Christmas, are still 
happening. Despite not being able to gather in the hall as a whole school, myself and the staff are delivering 
daily ‘virtual’ liturgies to all of the children so that they are able to prepare spiritually for the coming of Jesus.  
Our Christmas performances are still happening, just without a live audience. The Nursery and Reception 
children will tell the Nativity through actions and liturgical dance. Our KS1 and KS2 children have a beautiful 
liturgy from ‘More Than Dance’, which tells the Christmas story through The Word and liturgical dance. Our 
plan is to attempt to video record elements of the nativities and liturgies, however our equipment is not the 
best, so please bear with us. We will try to allow you to see something, and if nothing else, at least some 
photographs.  
You will have seen on the ‘Christmas Dates’ flyer that our usual whole school mass, fun run, parties, panto 
and Christmas dinner day, jumper day, are all going ahead. We have tried to keep everything as ‘normal’ as 
possible for our amazing children. Our prayers this Christmas are that Jesus brings a new year that is filled 
with light and hope for each and every one of our school family and a sense of normality that we all recognise 
and can embrace once more, as the life we knew before. Until then we will continue to support and take care 
of one another and remember that ‘All shall be well...’  
Have a happy and Holy Christmas from all of the staff at St. Joseph’s, stay safe and well and we will see you 
on 5th January 2021. God bless you all.  
Mrs Dowson 

 

   
We say goodbye to four longstanding members of staff at the 
end of this term. Miss Bostock has decided to have a career 
change after 13 years as a Teaching Assistant at our school, 
and will take up a new role with Stockton Council in the 
Licencing Department. After 7 years with us, Mrs Ricceri 
O’Neill is going back to her roots in Middlesbrough Diocese as 
a class teacher in Grangetown. Mrs Sanderson has been with 
us for 12 years, and after supporting many children and 
families as both a Teaching Assistant and Office Admin, she 
will retire to spend time with her lovely family. Mrs Dunhill will 
also retire from her role as Lunchtime Supervisor after an 
amazing 33 years’ service to the children of St. Joseph’s! We 
are forever grateful for the dedication and commitment they 
have each shown to our St. Joseph’s family and wish them all 
the very best of luck for the future.  

Thank you to our PTFA 
For providing a Christmas Panto afternoon and a 
selection box for each child. The children cannot wait, 
thank you for helping to keep Christmas alive despite 
the circumstances this year! 
 
 

Christmas Gifts 
At Christmas time, we know that many of you like to show 
your appreciation to your child’s class teacher in the form 
of a gift. Whilst your gifts are always gratefully received 
and appreciated, the staff would like to let you know that 
instead of presents, the support you give them with your 
child’s learning across the year, and your attendance at 
school events, is the greatest gift they could receive from 
you.  
 
Should you like to make a voluntary donation to one of the 
local charities, which are dear to us and provide ongoing 
support to children in our school, then please do so: 
The Butterwick Hospice, The Ellen Timney Foundation, 
The Russ Deveraux Headlight Project 

 

IMPORTANT - Message from Bishop Hogarth Catholic Education Trust 
In line with DfE guidance issued yesterday, all our Trust schools will take a teacher training day, delivered 
online on Friday 18th December 2020. The school will be closed over the whole of the Christmas holiday 
from close of day on Thursday 17th December 2020 to Monday 4th January 2021, however if you need to 
contact us, please email office@stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk or via the MyEd app. 
Return to School 
Please note that we have a teacher training day on Monday 4th January and children will return to school on 
Tuesday 5th January 2021. Thank you. 

Welcome Back! 
We are excited to welcome back a familiar face to our St. Joseph’s 
team. Mrs Gordon has come back to us on a permanent basis after 
a short period of time away, and she is currently working as a 
Teaching Assistant in Class 4. It is lovely to see her smiles every day. 
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