
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Joseph’s Catholic Academy 

NEWSLETTER   
                            

September/October 2020 

 

www.stjosephsacademy.org.uk ‘Christ be our Light’ 

Home Learning 
Our school home learning page has been updated. This page 
is a great place to find lots of resources and links to websites 
that can help support your child’s learning at home – from 
times tables, number facts, to spellings and much more. We 
will continue to use Spelling Shed, Times Tables Rock Stars 
and also Purple Mash, to set weekly homework. In the case of 
your child being absent from school for a period of isolation, 
work will be set on Purple Mash and teachers will 
communicate with pupils through this platform. We are 
currently working closely with our IT department to set up 
Microsoft Teams for some of our pupils so that in case of 
isolation or further lockdown, we can present lessons for 
home learning to those with online devices. For those without 
access to a device, paper resources can be provided. Please 
ensure your child has up-to-date login in details. Should you 
have any problems please contact the school office. 

 

Welcome Back   
I hope this finds you safe and well and you and your children are settled now back into the new school routines. It has been 
such a privilege to welcome our children back to school after such a long break and to have the school filled with the sound 
of joy and laughter once more. We must never underestimate the resilience of children – they returned to school with 
such determination, they have been an inspiration to us all.  
 
The staff are working hard to provide the children with a broad and rich curriculum and the children are responding 
extremely well. They are particularly enjoying outdoor learning opportunities this half term.  
 
As you can appreciate, we are unable to conduct face to face meetings at the moment, and although we understand that 
you may be tempted to catch your child’s class teacher on the playground, I would politely ask that you please ensure at 
least a 2 metre distance is maintained to keep all parties safe. Our teachers are more than happy to call you to discuss any 
concerns or issues you may have, should you wish to.  Can you please call the office or leave a text on the MyEd app and 
the teacher will get back to you at their earliest convenience outside of their class teaching commitment, thank you.   
 
 

Secondary School Applications 
Calling all Year 6 parents: applications for secondary School 
places are now open. Please make sure that you complete 
your application by the 31st October 2020.   
 
https://stmichaels.bhcet.org.uk/virtual-open-evening-
2020/  
 

Health and Safety - Arrival and Departure 
Thank you for ensuring that only one person per 
household is bringing and collecting children. Please 
can we remind you that everyone needs to ensure 
they are observing appropriate social distancing on 
the school site at all times. This includes keeping 
your children with you at all times. This will enable 
us to protect our bubbles of children.  
 
We have received reports from both a parent and 
neighbours that some members of our school 
community are parking on the zig zag lines outside 
of the school gates. This has been reported to the 
Local Authority Parking Patrol for safety reasons. 
We ask everyone to remember that they signed a 
parking pledge for our student councillors, who 
cannot patrol each morning under current 
circumstances. Remember the safety of our 
children must come first. Please ensure you do not 
park on the zig zag lines.  

Changes to Initial Gate opening Times 
Thank you for your patience, support and kind words following the initial congestion on the first day back. Thank you so 
much to all of you who allowed us the time of that first day to assess the unknown, make small adjustments by opening 
the gates earlier the following day to produce, what we think you’ll agree, is now a smooth, congestion free and safe arrival 
and departure system into our school. Every school is different: the site, the staffing numbers, the pupil numbers etc so 
there is never going to be one easy answer, but as always at St. Joseph’s we will do our best and constantly review our 
systems to ensure that we can make the best of this situation for pupils, staff and parents. We have had some suggestions 
from parents regarding the gates further down Ragworth Road and a possible one-way system, but the grass at this time 
of year would be muddy and the narrow path would cause a further bottle neck. Thank you as always for your continued 
and trusted support.  

https://stmichaels.bhcet.org.uk/virtual-open-evening-2020/
https://stmichaels.bhcet.org.uk/virtual-open-evening-2020/


Good for the Sole Project 

Our pupil chaplains have been exploring new ways in which we can 
support our local community during these unprecedented times. 
Did you know that the local food banks also support families in need of other necessities 
such as warm winter coats and shoes? 
This news got our pupil chaplains thinking about how they might help. Some of them had 
school shoes from last year which, as a result of lockdown, were not subject to the same 
amount of wear and tear as usual. We decided that we would put our faith into action and 
ask pupils to see if they too, have shoes which would be suitable for donation. If you have 
any shoes that can be donated children can bring these into school with them on a morning.  
We hope that with these donations, we too can follow in Christ's footsteps to be the positive 
change in the lives of others in our community. 
                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

September 
Lydia C           Thomas T 
Millie P          Chloe S 
Jocelyn D       Freddie G 
Albie McD     Isabelle C-H 
Lillie McQ      Kenna O’N 
Cole W           Farli C 
Ruby S            Poppy R 
Elsie R             Emily R 
Marshall F      Lacey H 
Luke L              Alice A-R 
Romeo McN   Athena D 
Louie A-R        Oscar K 
Lucy W            Josie J 
Alexander O   Ava D 
Francesca K   Rowan B 
Matthew B    Violet M 
Nancy J           Pheobe J 
Katie B            Cleo W 
Harriette M-M 

October 
Dexter B          Max K 
Elijah N            Grace R 
Bree B              Isaac D         
Matthew W    Louie H 
Florence H      Millie R-R 
Madeleine K   Maisie R 
Ivy-Mae F        Bella B    
Poppy B           Ellie May F 
Lennon H        Lucy L 
James T           James H 
Jacob H          Lilly-Rae C 
Joshua O         Isabella D 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Holy Communion 
There will soon be an update for parents of our current 
Year 5 who should have made their first Holy Communion 
last term. Fr Jeff is in the process of planning to ensure 
that the children are able to receive the sacrament safely. 
More information to follow. 
  

Starting School at St Joseph’s 
If you have a child starting school in September 2021, or 
know someone that does, the time has come to think about 
applying for a school place. The application window opens 
on the 9th November and closes on the 15th January. Usually 
at this time of year we welcome prospective parents to visit 
our school during a typical school day so you can see first-
hand what we can offer your child at St. Joseph’s as they 
embark on their school learning journey. This year we need 
to do things differently to ensure that we keep everyone 
safe. More information to follow. 

Art Shirt Plea 
Please could we ask children 
in Years 1-6 to bring in an 
old large t-shirt or shirt 
(could be adult sized) to stay 
in school for them to use in 
Art sessions? We have some 
amazing art planned this 
term and want to protect 
the children ‘s clothing as 
best we can. Thank you! 

               

Harvest Food Bank Collection 
Our Mini Vinnies group are keen to continue their 
mission ‘Turning Concern into Action’. This year we 
will be collecting on behalf of our local foodbank 
who are very grateful as their usual donations have 
been dwindling due to the coronavirus and 
lockdown. This year we would like donations to be 
tinned or packet cupboard food such as tinned 
tomatoes, pasta sauces, pasta etc and household 
items such as soap, washing up liquid and toiletries.  
The final day for donations will be Tuesday 20th 
October. We thank you in advance and appreciate 
any support you can give.  

             

Uniform Reminder 
Girl’s Uniform 
• School blazer with school badge 
• Tartan skirt or pinafore (charcoal grey trousers optional) 
• School cardigan or jumper with burgundy stripe and 
school logo 
• Light blue blouse 
• Elastic tie for Reception and KS1 
• Regular tie for KS2 
• Navy tights, navy knee high socks or navy ankle socks 
(NOT white) 
• Black school shoes 
 
Boy’s uniform 
• School blazer with school badge 
• Charcoal grey trousers or shorts 
• School jumper with burgundy stripe and school logo 
• Light blue shirt 
• Elastic tie for Reception and KS1 
• Regular tie for KS2 
• Navy or grey socks 
• Black school shoes 
 
PE Kit 
• Navy shorts 
• White t-shirt (school badge optional) 
• Navy sweatshirt (with logo) 
• Navy joggers (without logo) 
• Outdoor trainers 
 
 


