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St Joseph’s  
Catholic Academy 

16th July 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope that you and your families are healthy and well. Over the past few months we have seen many challenges as a 
school community but we have worked together to overcome these and here we are at the end of the school year.  
 
As you know we have been able to welcome many of our Year 6 and Reception pupils back to school over the last few 
weeks along with an increasing number of key workers’ children, which has been a joy. Whether your children are in 
school at the moment or at home, I must thank you once again for your continued support; not only the support you 
have given your children, but the support you have given to us as a school throughout this entire lockdown period. 
We are grateful for your kind words, cards, emails and messages of thanks and encouragement, be it for the home 
learning opportunities we have provided for your children, for the mission and ethos that we have tried to replicate 
virtually, or for the caring and safe environment we have created for your children in school, or in the virtual world, 
through our continuous communication. It really has meant a great deal to us all and has kept us extremely buoyant 
in what otherwise could have been a very trying time.  
 
It has been a pleasure for us all to speak to you and your children, to have some children back in school, to see pictures 
and videos from home, and at times, even catch a glimpse of your children on their doorsteps. So we thank you very 
much for being an amazing support, we really do feel that this situation has made our relationship with you, stronger 
and more positive than ever.   
 

September Full School Opening 
 

As you may have seen in the media, the Government have issued guidance for the full opening of schools at the start 
of the autumn term in September. We are now looking forward to the safe return of all pupils and to having everyone 
back together again. 
 
Having carefully considered the guidance we will operate Class Bubbles where possible and at most times Key Stage 
Bubbles, whilst giving staff the flexibility to move between bubbles if necessary to cover or deliver specialist teaching. 
This means that all staff can operate across different classes and year groups within their Key Stage Bubbles in order 
to facilitate the delivery of our curriculum. It is recommended that pupils limit what they bring into school to essential 
items only and therefore we would ask that pupils do not bring any bags into school. If your child has a packed lunch, 
they will bring their own lunch bag. They will not need a water bottle as this will be provided by school. All children 
will be provided with their own school water bottle, which will be sterilised each evening. We are in the process of 
reviewing homework provision and will give further information regarding this in September. The children will be 
provided with a plastic wallet for their reading books and therefore do not need to bring their bookbag. This will be 
reviewed again at autumn half term. Children will not bring their PE kit into school as we will not have changing 
facilities available, therefore all children will come into school dressed in their PE kit for the full day on their timetabled 
PE day.  
 



Within the Class Bubbles the focus will be on enhanced hygiene and social distancing where possible and children will 
follow our ‘Bubble Rules’ - you can see these on the school website. Within school, Key Stage Bubbles will be kept 
apart as far as possible, and following the guidance, staggered start and end to the school day, staggered toilet breaks, 
break times and lunch times have been planned. Classes will have staggered start times of 8.40am and 8.55am to avoid 
disruption to learning time. Classes will be collected from school at the staggered finish times of 2.50pm and 3.10pm. 
Only one family member can drop off or pick up to avoid congestion and help to maintain social distancing. The usual 
rules for school attendance will apply. 
 
We will continue to provide an ambitious curriculum with intervention where appropriate to support individual needs. 
Some changes will be made to the classroom to support distancing, for example, the children will sit side by side and 
face forwards. We will avoid large gatherings such as collective worship, assemblies or mass with more than one Key 
Stage bubble. There will be no educational visits. Early Birds and after school club provision will not commence 
immediately but will be reviewed during the first autumn half term. Parents will be notified of any changes. 
 
Pupils will be required to return to school in full uniform including blazer and tie and formal black school shoes. 
Training shoes are not permitted unless on a PE day. Lollipops continue to be our school uniform suppliers. Uniforms 
can be ordered directly from the school office, or with them over the phone - their shop is also now open. Please see 
our school website for order forms and details of prices. Outdoor PE kits are available to order from Lollipops should 
you wish to purchase these for timetabled PE days.  
 
You should have received an emailed letter to inform you of your child’s new class teacher for September. Please 
contact the office if you have not received this information. Staff have had hand over meetings to discuss your children 
and are very much looking forward to meeting them. I know your children are very resilient and will adapt very quickly 
to new routines and classes in September. Their new class teacher will spend time in September getting to know them 
in the first week and have planned activities to enable a smooth transition.   
 
School dinners will be available and all the menus available to choose from on the school website. We will be providing 
hot meals in September again, although it will be a reduced menu in the first instance as the children will eat in the 
school hall in their Bubbles and we will need to be able to serve the children in three separate sittings, therefore the 
food needs to be quick and easy to eat.  
 
Our organisational plans, safety measures and risk assessment are in place ready for reopening in September 2020 for 
all of our St. Joseph’s pupils. In addition, I have compiled a list of frequently asked questions and answers in the hope 
that they will help to alleviate any further concerns or questions you might have. You will find these on the website at 
www.stjosephsnorton.bhcet.org.uk. Should you feel there is anything else you would like to ask, please call the school 
office and we will be happy to help. 
 
You will receive a letter from Bishop Hogarth Catholic Education Trust in early September outlining the protocols of 
any further outbreaks and potential local lockdowns. I will write to you prior to our return on the 2nd September 2020 
to reiterate our return plans and your children’s start times so that there is no confusion as to when your child needs 
to be in school.  
 
 
Have a wonderful summer, stay safe. We look forward to seeing you again soon. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
Mrs G Dowson 
‘All shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of things shall be well….’ 
 
 


