
 

 
St Joseph’s Catholic Academy are a member of Bishop Hogarth Catholic Education Trust | Company Registered Number: 07808732 | Registered in England and Wales | Registered Office: The Headlands, Darlington, DL3 8RW 

 

‘Christ Be Our Light’ 

Ragworth Road, Norton, Stockton-on-Tees 
T: 01642 360401 F: 01642 557369 
E: office@stjosephsacademy.org.uk  
W: www.stjosephsacademy.org.uk 

Head Teacher:  G Dowson MA.Ed, BA.Ed (Hons) 
CEO: M Regan OBE, DL M.Ed., B.Ed (Hons)., FCIEA, CEA 

Deputy CEO: M Shorten M.Ed., BA (Hons) 
Chair of Directors: J Wilson BA (Hons), PGCE, NPQH 

 
 

St Joseph’s  
Catholic Academy 

17th July 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope that you and your families are healthy and well. Over the past few months we have seen many challenges as a 
school community but we have worked together to overcome these and here we are at the end of the school year.  
 
As you know we have been able to welcome many of our Year 6 pupils back to school over the last few weeks, which 
has been a joy. Whether your children are in school at the moment or at home, I must thank you once again for your 
continued support; not only the support you have given your children, but the support you have given to us as a school 
throughout this entire lockdown period. We are grateful for your kind words, cards, emails and messages of thanks 
and encouragement, be it for the home learning opportunities we have provided for your children, for the mission and 
ethos that we have tried to replicate virtually, or for the caring and safe environment we have created for your children 
in school, or in the virtual world, through our continuous communication. It really has meant a great deal to us all and 
has kept us extremely buoyant in what otherwise could have been a very trying time.  
 
It has been a pleasure for us all to speak to you and your children, to have some children back in school, to see pictures 
and videos from home, and at times, even catch a glimpse of your children on their doorsteps. So we thank you very 
much for being an amazing support, we really do feel that this situation has made our relationship with you, stronger 
and more positive than ever.   
 
I am extremely proud of our Year 6 pupils, they had already embraced the challenges and responsibilities that come 

with being in Year 6.  They were ready for numerous rites of passage that would see them complete their journey 

through their primary school days. We didn’t anticipate that they would come to learn so much more than the 

curriculum could ever deliver, but his has been a unique experience for them and they have learned lessons of 

resilience, kindness, compassion and love that no curriculum or tests could have ever taught them. They have learned 

the importance of friendship and the kind of person they want to be. I know that they will go on to make a difference 

in the world with their knowledge and skills, but more importantly with their generous hearts.  

We are grateful for the years your children have spent at St. Joseph’s school and for the many gifts they have shared 

with us.  As they go forth from our school, I hope that they continue to live lives that speak of God’s love and that they 

continue to be kind because kindness is never wasted. That they are able to learn how to handle situations and how 

to tell whether a friend is good for them or not. At St. Joseph’s we have always encouraged our pupils to believe in 

themselves, to reach high, dream deep, have faith and to know that nothing is off limits, everything is within reach 

and anything can be.  

With very best wishes for the future. Have a wonderful summer, stay safe.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Mrs G Dowson 
Head Teacher  


