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6th April 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
I hope you are well and I hope you are keeping safe.  
 
Over the last two weeks there has been lots happening, and the world around us as we once knew it continues to change at a 
rapid pace. I want to remind you that we are here for you at St. Joseph’s as one community and one family, should you need 
our support. If you have any concerns about anything, or anyone, then please contact us if you think we can help in any way - 
we can work together. 
 
I am aware that many people’s work circumstances may have changed, and that some families may now be eligible for free 
school meals (FSM) for the first time. I would recommend that anyone who feels this is now the case, to contact us via MyED 
or email at office@stjosephsacademy.org.uk. for an application form.  
 
All families currently in receipt of FSM will receive a weekly voucher via email, the first was processed on Friday and should 
now be with you. Should you have any queries regarding this, please contact us. We have spoken to each of you regarding the 
option of the daily free packed lunches, which are available at Redhill Hub - please be reminded that this is an option in the 
holidays should you need it.   
 
As you know, schools will remain closed for the foreseeable future, except for the children of critical workers and vulnerable 
childen. St Joseph’s will remain open Monday to Friday throughout the Easter holidays, including Good Friday and Easter 
Monday if required for these children should you be unable to find alternative care. We know that the safest place for your 
children is at home and are thankful that wherever possible, you are making alternative arrangements. I am grateful to the 
commitment of our staff, who have volunteered to support this service over the holidays to ensure that critical workers can 
do their jobs. A member of our leadership team will make the usual phone calls to parents who are using this service, to confirm 
requirements for the Easter weeks, and the week following. Please note: should you see a withheld number, please answer as 
staff may be calling from home.  
 
We are making additions to our website in order to support you at home and developing our area for home learning and mental 
well-being with a dedicated mental health section. It is crucial that as staff, parents and pupils we look after our mental health 
as we are all being challenged in the present situation. We will issue a text to you all via MyED when this becomes available. 
Miss Harrison is our school Well-being Lead. Should you have any concerns or queries please contact her at 
wellbeing@stjosephsacademy.org.uk 
 
So, here we are at the end of our Spring term in what are very different circumstances this year. While we all try to establish 
new routines and new ways of ‘being’, I would hope that we have learned many important lessons in this short period of time. 
 
Family and loved ones are so very precious to us and time with them is a blessing. Whilst I know you all entered this period 
from a place of good intention, of readiness and willingness to support your children with ‘home schooling’, I would urge you 
to review this and perhaps think if it now as ‘home learning’. Do not worry or put yourselves under any sort of pressure to be 
your child’s ‘teacher’, at home. I can well believe that already in this short space of time,  the novelty is wearing off for both 
you and your children and this is becoming somewhat of an impossible task. We are in uncharted territory and we really have 
no idea how long this situation could last so we need to find a routine that works at home. No matter how hard you try you 
will not be able to replicate what happens in school, and nor should you try. The main focus at the minute is your child’s 
happiness and well-being. Your priority is to keep your child safe, to keep them happy and smiling, and however you achieve 
this is fine, you know your child best. You are doing so well; we see this from your responses on Facebook and from the 
messages we receive - please keep these coming, we really need to hear how you are all doing, your messages keep us going! 
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A little bit of home learning is great: read whenever possible, practise your tables and follow the activities on the sheets we 
have uploaded or the links we have shared. Make sure this is balanced with play, fun, baking, making, building, and spending 
time outside as much as possible while the weather is good. Spend time working on the new skills I talked about in my last letter 
because the precious time you spend together to connect with each other as a family is so important.  
 
During the next two weeks and this special time of Easter take time off from learning, and wherever possible treat this time like 
the holiday time it is, however best you can. Take time to reflect on the greatest story ever told, ‘The Easter Story’, the story 
that brought hope back to the people, that made us today a people of hope. Let us not lose sight of hope during this time of 
crisis. Let us reflect on the good that we see every day in others, the small or random acts of kindness that we are bearing 
witness to in our community. From school, we will share links to Easter services and masses on our Facebook page, please join 
if you can. 
 
Keep positive, and keep doing the amazing job that you’re doing. 

 
God bless you all, please stay safe and well. 

 
 

 
 
 
Gill Dowson 
Head Teacher 
  

 

‘All shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of things shall be well’ 
Julian of Norwich 

      


