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Happy New Year and Thank You 
To everyone who made St. Joseph’s Christmas events so enjoyable. First of all, to our staff and pupils who worked so 
hard to make their Christmas concerts a wonderful success, and secondly to you, our parents and families, who 
supported us all.  
 
It has been lovely to welcome the children back to school. They have settled back very well and are  
working extremely hard.  
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

January 
 

Alfie W 
Macey R 
Teddy M 
Lacey T 
Elliott K 
Abigail C 
Dauson C 

Madeleine H 
Lucie R 
Noah B 
Reece S 
Harry W 
James P 

Tiberius G 
Alfie T 
Lily C 

Jacob G 
Lucy Q 
Thea C 
Jacob L 
Emilia R 
Noah L 

Ellie McC 
Harvey B 
Dylan S 
Harry S 

Sophie B 
Emily P 
Pearl C 
Aoife R 

 

         
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sports News 
 
Congratulations to our Year 5 and 6 
Athletics Team who finished in a 
fantastic 5th place in the recent Tees 
Valley Championships out of 202 
primary schools. We are extremely 
proud of our sporting achievements 
here at St. Joseph’s, which is 
testament not only to the hard work 
of our pupils but the quality 
teaching and learning that is 
happening in lessons.  
 
We also have many after school 
sports clubs available. Please 
encourage your children to take part 
in these enrichment opportunities 
to learn new skills and develop their 
talents. 
 
 
 

IMPORTANCE OF PUNCTUALITY 

EVERY MINUTE COUNTS! 
5 Minutes late each school day 

equals 
3 whole school days lost per year 

   
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS BEGIN AT 9am PROMPT! 

Diary Dates  
 

January 
 

Fri 24th         Class 5 Assembly 9.10am 
 
Thurs 30th   Upper KS2 Mass 9.15am 
Fri 31st          St Wilfrid House Liturgy 9.10am 
 
February 
 
Thurs 6th      KS1 Mass 9.15am 
Fri 7th          Class 4 Candletime 9.10am 
 
Thurs 13th    Lower KS2 Mass 9.15am 
Fri 14th         School breaks up for half term 3.15pm 
 
Mon 24th     Return to school  
Wed 26th     KS2 Ash Wednesday Service 9.15am 

        FHC Preparation Session 3.15pm 
Fri 28th         Class 3 Candletime 9.10am  
 
 
   
  
 
 
 

Congratulations 
To Mrs Rowling and her family on the birth of their 
wonderful new baby daughter, Ada Joyce, who was born 
on 2nd January. We wish them every happiness and not too 
many sleepless nights! 

100% Attendance for Autumn Term 
Please find a list of children who achieved 100% 
attendance in the Autumn Term on our school website. 
Congratulations to all those who achieved this and 
received one of our bronze attendance badges.  

 

 

 



 

 

Pupil Chaplains 
 

Choir Christmas Tour  
This year, our choir members had their own Christmas tour. 
They performed four times at various venues around 
Norton, spreading Christmas cheer to the residents of local 
care homes and the library by singing Christmas Carols and 
songs. Some of our older children also featured as soloists 
in their own arrangement of 'Santa Claus is Coming to 
Town' which was well received by all.  
 
The children sang carols such as Silent Night and The First 
Nowell before ending their concerts with a rousing 
rendition of ‘There is a Santa Claus’ from Elf with full 
choreography. The children had a wonderful time touring 
the local area and loved chatting with the audience 
afterwards over a mince pie and a biscuit before returning 
to school. Many thanks to Mrs Butterworth for arranging 
these events and leading our choir so well.  
 
 

 

Extreme Reading Challenge 

 
As you know, so as to demonstrate our love for 
reading here at St. Joseph's, the children were set an 
'Extreme Reading' challenge over the Christmas 
holidays. They were asked to take their reading 
books with them wherever they went and read in 
the most interesting and adventurous places.  
 
We have been inundated with entries - all of which 
are now displayed in school. The winning entry, 
voted for by the staff,  
was Gracie in Class 9,  
who amazingly 
managed to read her  
favourite book 
whilst sledging down  
Glencoe Mountain in  
Scotland! Well done 
Gracie! Please don’t 
try this at home! 
 

 Personal Development Week – Honesty and 
Self Belief      
 

Last week we had our second Personal 
Development Week of four. During this week 
we focused on the virtues of Honesty and Self 
Belief. 

When learning about the importance of 
honesty, the children have studied the life of 
Saint Matthew, who changed from being a 
dishonest tax collector to Jesus’ disciple, this 
has allowed children to reflect on being honest 
in their own lives. 

UKS2 had a visit from David Law, who was born 
with cerebral palsy, he shared his own story of 
self-belief and overcoming challenges when he 
climbed Mt Kilimanjaro in 2016.  

The children learnt about famous figures who 
have inspired them with self-belief e.g 
Stephen Hawkins and Tanni Grey-Thompson. 

 

The choir raised a very generous £55.00 towards our 
local charity The Butterwick Hospice during their 
performances at Norton Library. Well done children! 

Our Pupil Chaplains had a very busy Advent. First of all, with a request 
from parishioners, they coordinated the making of Advent Angels and 
displayed them in St. Joseph’s Church, to share with the wider 
community. Parishioners were so delighted, more had to made to cope 
with the demand! Fr. Jeff has asked that this become an annual event. 

Additionally, all pupils across the school were invited by the chaplains 
to break time Advent liturgies. These liturgies, prepared by the 
chaplains, were prayerful and thought-provoking, proving popular with 
our pupils, with some even staying behind to pray for their own 
intentions. 

 

 

 


